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CONFIDENTIAL QUITO 5919 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PDIP, EC 

SUBJECT: ECUADOREAN AMBASSADOR TO U.S. TO REMAIN FOR IMMEDIATE 
FUTURE 

REF: QUITO 5342 

1 . ECUADOREAN AMBASSADOR TO THE U.S., JOSE C. CARDENAS, 

TOLD DCM THAT HE WOULD BE RETURNING TO WASHINGTON IN THE 
NEAR FUTURE AND THAT HE PLANNED TO STAY ON AS AMBASSADOR 
"PROBABLY UNTIL OCTOBER." IN LATER CONVERSATION WITH 
AMBASSADOR, CARDENAS SET DATE FOR HIS RETURN TO WASHINGTON 
AS AUGUST 24. CARDENAS DID NOT INDICATE WHETHER HIS 
EVENTUAL SUCCESSOR WOULD INDEED BE ECUADOREAN AMBASSADOR 
TO GREAT BRITIAN, GUSTAVO YCAZA BORJA. YCAZA HAS BEEN 

IN QUITO. PRESUMABLY FOR CONSULTATIONS, FOR THE PAST 
SEVERAL WEEKS WHICH HAD REINFORCED PREVIOUS EMBASSY IN- 
FORMATION THAT HE WOULD BE NAMED TO REPLACE CARDENAS IN 
NEAR FUTURE. 

2. COMMENT: WE UNDERSTAND THAT CARDENAS'S WIFE IS 
QUITE ILL AND THAT MAIN REASON HE WISHES TO STAY IN 
WASHINGTON AT LEAST UNTIL OCTOBER IS TO OBTAIN ADEQUATE 
MEDICAL TREATMENT FOR HER. 
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